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#______
2nd Trimester Term Project
Floriculture & Greenhouse Management

The core curriculum for this class includes learning how to advertise and market plants for retail sale, how to prepare plants for purchase, and how to complete a plant sale.  This unit will be covered in class and the unit test will be the final project for 2nd Quarter.  There are 2 options.

Option 1:  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Write a research paper about how to market and sell plants in the horticultural industry.  You can address one or more of the following questions:
1.  What methods are used to market crops in a commercial/wholesale greenhouse?
2. How is timing critical to selling plants in the greenhouse industry?
3. How does a retail store/greenhouse market their plants?
4. How does a greenhouse determine their plant mark-up cost?
5. What are ways plants can be packaged or decorated to increase sales?

	Criteria
	
	Teacher Evaluation

	Overall length:
6 pages
Double spaced
12 pt font
1” margins
	
0      10      15      20
	
/20

	Contains clear thesis statement in the introduction AND the conclusion

	
0     1    2     3     4    5
	
/5

	Thorough & Clear
Paper answers 1 or more of the questions listed above
	
   0             5          10
	
/10

	Sources
Use 4 or more reliable sources
(Pioneer Online Library, Ebsco Host search engine, or an official horticulture industry periodical)
	
    0             5          10
	
/10

	Bibliography with in-text citations
Use MLS style as taught in your English Class
	
0             5          10
	
/10

	Grammar & Spelling
Words are spelled correctly, proper grammar, complete sentences
	
0      10      15      20
	
/20

	Total

	
/75





DUE Friday, February 10, 2012

Option 2
Rather than learning through a research paper, you can learn how to sell plants by giving it a try.  We have 400 poinsettias to be sold before Christmas Break. This option is recommended because the sales of our greenhouse crops directly benefit your agriculture class at PVHS.  Purchasing the fresh flowers and the necessary supplies for this class would not be possible without the proceeds of greenhouse plant sales.  

To use this option, you must:

1-.  Sell the required amount of poinsettias on the date specified.  Different varieties of poinsettias will be ready on different dates.  Adjustments might need to be made, but we are planning on have 3 Sell Dates as follows:

	Sell Date #1: Friday November 20th      

		-Must sell 2 poinsettias                     

Exact dates pending, but scheduled for:
	Sell Date #2: 

		-Must sell 2 poinsettias


	Sell Date #3:

		-Must sell 2 poinsettias 



2-  Have the plants purchased and the money paid to the finance office on the date specified.  Return the receipt and completed order form to Ms. Clark and follow the instructions on the back of the order form.

3-  Deliver the plant to the customer OR the customer must pick it up on the specified date.
-It is recommended that the student deliver the plants.  Once the poinsettias are packaged, they cannot be stored in the greenhouse or classroom area for very long.  If student delivery is not possible, the student is responsible to kindly remind the customer so that the plants are picked up on the right day.  This step will be a good learning experience for the students to learn to communicate clearly and ensure that their “customers” receive their product.


	If you follow ALL of these steps and sell 6 poinsettias 
(or till they are all sold, whichever comes first), you will automatically receive 150 points and you will NOT be required to write the research paper.  

If you sell less than the requirement, you must write 1 page per plant that is not sold.  You will be graded using the rubric on the reverse side of this paper.  (For example if you are required to sell 6 poinsettias and you only sell 3, you must write a 3 page research paper to earn the remaining points)
